_ OU thought theatre was for
Yentertainment? Well, this
-- one promises to be much
more than that. Sterling Playback
¢ Theatre is all set to give the city a
{ performancethat isakind of ther-
¢ apy toits audience. Wondering
. how?Read on.
. Playback theatre is an innova-
. tive form of playacting where the
{ actors perform impromptu on
| stories narrated by a member of
¢ the audience. The form was first
¢ developed in 1957 by Jonathan
¢ Foxin the USA and is'brought to
¢ Chennaiby Cyril Alexander.
. Interaction with the audience
 is the essence of the play and it
. falls upon the conductor to actas
¢ abridge between the actors and
¢ theaudience.
¢ The main story follows where
. someone from audience nar-
¢ ratesanincident which s gener-

ally a real life story. The conduc- |
tor questions “theteller” andtries
to get a perspective to the story.
This is where the actors step in
and perform on the basis of what
they have heard. "“This form
scoresapoint over other dramat-
ictechniques because it gives the
audience an opportunity to see
their ownstorystaged,” says Cyril
Alexander, the director of the

play.

Sterling Group has been using
thisformasatherapywhere they
provide a platform to people to
voice what concerns them most.
They have performed in juvenile
homesandslumsandhaveheard
heart rending stories from the
audience. Their performance on
March 16 atthe ICSAisopentoall
and entry isfree.
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